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Baradene College playground an
” with students.

a playground design
that works for a wide
range of ages and
abilities.

For over a decade, the site of the new Baradene playground had sat bare. It was a sloped site that
seemed to have no practical use. The idea for a new playground was brought up by the Dean of Years 7
and 8. A few sites were considered around the school before they settled on the bare sloping site towards
the rear of the school.

The school’s Executive Officer, Richard Agnew says, “The site presented a number of challenges, not least
of which was the slope. Many years ago, the site also housed a series of temporary classrooms with all the
necessary piping and drainage etc. so, we knew it would be a tricky site, but it just seemed to make sense
as the site for the new playground.”

The Dean of Years 7 and 8, along with the Principal and sports teachers began the process of developing the
brief to put to market.

“After talking with the various staff members, it was clear that we wanted a playground that could be used
by the years 7 and 8... yet also be used by the younger high school students as part of their PE lessons,”
Richard said.

Having settled on the site and developing the brief, the Dean put feelers out to market for companies to
design and build a new playground. Baradene had engaged with the Park Supplies & Playgrounds team
approximately eight years prior and worked with the sales manager Jenny on a project that did not go ahead.
Baradene reached out to Park Supplies & Playgrounds and connected with Jenny to begin the process of
obtaining a design and build quotation.

Arlo MacDiarmid, Property Officer at Baradene said, “We knew of Park Supplies & Playgrounds and had
an existing relationship with Jenny. We always require at least two proposals for projects of this type. In
the end, of the two companies that provided a design and build quotation, Park Supplies & Playgrounds
presented us with the most age-appropriate design that met our brief.”
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Their Park Supplies & Playground design centred around flattening the site with the use of retaining walls.

“The prices were similar from the two companies. It came down to the design presented and the materials
chosen. The Park Supplies & Playgrounds solution looked really tidy, modern and hard wearing.”

Jenny commented that the site was really tricky;
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challenges. - Jenny Mullins, Park Supplies & Playgrounds

Dealing with the changes we
requested, the Park Supplies &
Playgrounds team
were terrific.

On site during construction. Regular
meetings and communication ensured
the project ran smoothly and to time.
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Just as the design work was completed and the manufacturing began, Covid-19 lockdown hit.

With construction work ready to start on the 2nd of April, the timeline for the build had to change. The first
thought was to postpone the build until the July school holidays when access to the site would not interrupt
the day-to-day goings on of the students, however the decision was made to go ahead with the build in the
first week of May.

“We wanted to minimise
disruption to the students, but it
worked really well starting the
build in May,” Arlo explains.

“Movements on the site had to

happen before 8:00am and

after 4:00pm or on the weekends.

There was never an issue with

noise or safety and the workers

were respectful and always

dressed appropriately. And

they were incredibly fast. | was

genUiner floored how much Flattening the site through the use of

they had achieved in one day.” retaining wall was ar:r:mporta:tdpaljt of
e overall design.
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Construction went smoothly over a series of weeks.
Park Supplies & Playgrounds project management services
makes for a stress free experience when building a new playground.
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As for the students, they had no idea what was happening and once they found out the excitement levels
began to rise.

The Playground was completed in the first week of the July school holidays and the opening ceremony
was planned for the first day back at school.

Richard Agnew remembers, “We had about 100 people seated for the opening of the playground. Once
we cut the tape and the students were allowed on the playground, it was inundated.
“And to be fair, it has been inundated ever since.”

The students genuinely love it!

The sports department wanted to use the playground for PE. The final design features a series of physical
challenges set beside each other to create a “track” that two students at a time can race on. The two courses
allow for ‘time trials’ to be held. There is competition and a lot of fun involved.

The addition of an Orex Spinner was a highlight for the students.“The Orex Spinner is an absolute hit. | am
extremely impressed. The bearing is amazing. It spins beautifully.” says Arlo.

Now, with the playground complete and the students enjoying it daily, both Richard and Arlo reflect on the
process of getting the playground in the ground.
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Park Supplies & Playgrounds could not have been easier to work with.
They were dedicated to our cause which was phenomenal.
I threw several curve balls at them and they took it all on board and
altered things quickly. They were personable, reliable and provided us
with a terrific playground.

[ has been great.
ev were extremely reliable. It . .
e t. And the students just love it.

The product is great, it is a top produc |
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PLANNING A NEW PLAYGROUND?

If you would like more information or assistance in planning
your playground please get in touch with us on

JENNY MULLINS

NEW ZEALAND MADE

We manufacture our equipment right
here in New Zealand. We pride ourselves
on designing and manufacturing all our
products in-house for NZ conditions.

FULL PROJECT MANAGEMENT

Park Supplies & Playgrounds will work with
you on your project from design through
to final installation including surfacing

and fencing.

REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE

We offer a comprehensive playground
repairs and maintenance service.

MELISSA COWIE

SAFETY

All our play equipment is designed and
built in accordance with the NZS5828:2015
Safety Standard.

FUNDING

Park Supplies & Playgrounds can provide
advice on how to fundraise for your playground.

. PARK SUPPLIES &
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